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Report on AYA Assembly LXVII, November 15 – 17, 2007 

Submitted by William H. H. Rees, Class Representative from Class of 1956 

This convocation had two sessions: 

I.        Yale in a Green World: Meeting the Challenge of Sustainability 

II.     Ambassadors for Yale: The AYA Strategic Plan 

Yale in a Green World: Meeting the Challenge of Sustainability 

Thursday,  ovember 15, N220, was devoted to Yale in the 7reen world. The Assembly Chair, Stephen 
Scher, a member of the Class of 1956, introduced the session with the comment that he ori7inally thou7ht 
the topic would not be stimulatin7 enou7h for the audience but was happy he was over ruled, as the 
sustainability of ener7y is crucial to Yale and to the planet. The progection of every ejpert was that the 
reduction of 7reenhouse 7ases was of fundamental importance and that, if there was no substantial 
reduction, our life and that of our ancestors would be 7rim. 

The first speaxer, kus Speth , the Gean of the Yale School of Dorestry and Fnvironmental Studies, 
described current environmental trends as leadin7 to an uninhabitable world at the end of this century, 
even if there were no increase in population 7rowth. It would be devastatin7 if the population continued 
to 7row and if present economic activities continued in the modern and advanced societies, as ej pected. 
He reported one half of the tropical forests are already 7one, alon7 with 92E of the predatory fish and 
N2E  of the coral reef, and concluded that more species have recently disappeared than at any time since 
the ej tinction of the dinosaurs. While encoura7ed that attitudes in the %nited States were be7innin7 to 
reco7niUe the problem, he was disappointed there was still little international awareness that in its stru77le 
to subdue nature it was at the ver7e of losin7 everythin7.    

The nej t speaxer was zulie   ewman, the first Girector of the Yale Jffice of Sustainability, an office 
recently established and staffed. She su77ested Yale was leadin7 the way by combinin7 various fields of 
study, such as economic vitality, human health, and ecosystem mana7ement, and presented an optimistic 
report on the improvements at Yale that had made in transportation, in the desi7n and construction of 
buildin7s, in waste mana7ement, in the servin7 of more or7anic and locally 7rown food, in the wise use of 
water, and by 7ettin7 students and faculty to worx to7ether to meet these common 7oals, all of which had 
resulted in the lowerin7 of 7reenhouse 7ases. She further cited as accomplishments the creation of a 
committee on climate control of representatives from the northeastern colle7es and the international 
leadership of Oresident Levin and of several distin7uished faculty members. 

Ps.   ewman was followed by student panelists, who characteriUed the efforts of two successful activities 
of Yale students as deservin7. J f one a member is assi7ned to each colle7e dinin7 hall to wei7h the food 
discarded after meals and to announce the results. The avera7e waste by N022 students in one day is M22 
pounds. Students are continually reminded to taxe less food and to return to the xitchen for more if 
needed.  The second was established two years a7o to provide bins and methods to students leavin7 Yale 
in the sprin7, with particular attention to 7raduatin7 seniors, for discardin7 unneeded material, especially 
furniture, which is then collected, possibly refurbished, and stored to be 7iven away to local charities or to 
be sold to incomin7 freshman the followin7 fall. Successfully collected were 14 tons in N225, 84 tons in 
N226 and 5M tons in N220. 
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N226 and 5M tons in N220.

Another panelist reported that the ener7y consumption had been decreased by 12E  in the past 1N months, 
mainly by shuttin7 off unused li7hts and e3uipment. 

After lunch, we were separated into breaxout sessions. I attended the one on transportation and learned 
that a concentrated effort is bein7 made to encoura7e the N5,222 students, employees and faculty members 
who drive autos each month to use other modes of travel. Auto drivers who pool with one passen7er are 
7iven a 62E  parxin7 fee reduction and those with N or more receive a 05E  discount. Durthermore, the 
ridin7 of bicycles is supported by installin7 more bixe racxs near buildin7s and on buses and showers in 
offices.   e7otiations are under way with officials of the City of   ew Haven for bixe lanes on city streets. 
Yale shuttle buses use N2E  diesel fuel and 42E  7as of ultra low sulfur content, are e3uipped with better 
ej haust filters and have an up to date computer pro7ram that 7ives positions on line every moment to 
anyone needin7 a bus ride. All new autos purchased will be hybrids: Oresident Levin currently drives a 
Orius. Dinally, the popular qipcar pro7ram was illustrated as bein7 another attempt to provide 
transportation in an environmentally obli7in7 way. This is a service of a private firm that allows Yale 
community customers, includin7 students, to rent a car for a short period of time, for an hour or two. Fach 
member receives a card, which opens the door of one of the sij  cars on campus, reserved at one of the four 
convenient locations, to which it is returned for a fee processed electronically. Reservations for a car can 
be made days or even months in advance.   

Fveryone reassembled in mid afternoon for a sustainability discussion by five ej perts on current thou7ht 
and research.  Oaul Anatas, a Yale professor of the Oractice of k reen Chemistry, summariUed new findin7s 
in chemistry and worx bein7 done by scientists with industry to develop new 7reenZfriendly products- the 
means by which such xnowled7e is bein7 disseminated- and the benefits of the periodic conferences of 
scientists to discuss these issues. 

zerome Rin7o, a visitin7 fellow at the Dorestry School and Chairman of the   ational Wildlife Dederation, 
spoxe about another or7aniUation he chairs with thousands of members, Apollo Alliance, a coalition of 
labor unions, The Sierra Club, k reen Oeace, and several churches, whose mission is to reduce the use of 
fuel oil. His advice has been ea7erly sou7ht by several of the candidates currently campai7nin7 for 
Oresident. 

zames Aj ley, a Orofessor at the School of Architecture, a consultant and advisor to the %. S. Gepartment 
of Fner7y, and a member of the committee of ej perts that advises Oresident Levin;s environmental tasx 
force, ej plained that Yale is in the forefront in issuin7 goint de7rees, such as one in public health and 
environmental studies and another in architecture and environment studies. He believes that in addition to 
buildin7 7reen buildin7s, we should thinx of buildin7 7reen communities and is currently consultin7 with a 
few interested Asian countries, one of which is plannin7 a new city for 522,222 people. 

P ichelle ’ell, an Assistant Orofessor of Fnvironment Health at Yale, outlined the serious oUone problem 
that becomes 7reater when the temperature increases. She said that emissions affect the oUone layer even 
when there are no increases in emissions and endorsed as hopeful the attraction of Chinese students to the 
Yale School of Oublic Health. 

Ganiel Fsty, a Orofessor of Fnvironment Law and the author of Bk reen to k old“, was encoura7ed by the 
increased attention bein7 7iven to maxin7 products that stem the dan7er by the leadership of several lar7e 
American companies, such as k eneral Flectric, leadership which considers the current state of affairs as a 
7reat opportunity. He listed as the cause of this chan7e to be the hi7h price of oil and the enormous risx of 
entrustin7 America;s economic future to an unstable P iddle Fast. He also included Al k ore, the recent 
%.  . report on 7lobal warmin7 and Hurricane ”atrina as responsible for the aroused consciousness not 
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%.  . report on 7lobal warmin7 and Hurricane ” atrina as responsible for the aroused consciousness not 
only of business men and women but also of the American population in 7eneral. He reviewed several new 
re7ulations and reported that N0 k overnors, lixe Arnold SchwarUene77er of California, either were 
supportin7 or had successively passed 7reenZfriendly measures in their respective states. He was felt 
assured that private industry, with the help of scientists and 7overnmental incentives, would develop 
materials and products to alleviate much of the problem. ’ ut he did reco7niUe that if China 7ets it wron7, 
then nothin7 else matters. The 7ood news is that the political and business leaders in Hon7 ” on7 seem to 
have reco7niUed the problem and appear ready to act positively for its containment.  

At dinner in Commons Yale P edals were awarded to Victor F. Chears ;01, Samuel G. ” ushlan K8NS, 
K85P G, zohn F. Oepper, zr. ;62, zon F. Steffensen ;64, and Vera D. Wells ;01. 

Ambassadors for Yale: The AYA Strategic Plan  

The Driday session,   ovember 16, N220, dealt with the strate7ic plannin7. Susanna ” rentU ;42, the Chair 
of AYA ’ oard of k overnors, said the answer to the 3uestion BWhere does the AYA want to be in 5 
years‘“ was the comprehensive plan: Ambassadors for Yale: The AYA Strategic Plan that was distributed 
to all representatives to the assembly. The ej pansion of the staff by nine fullZtime positions will help AYA 
to provide better services not only to the 7raduates of Yale Colle7e, but to 7raduates of all professional 
schools and 7raduate pro7rams as well.  Attention will be 7iven not only to Yale Colle7e reunions and 
Yale clubs but to reunions for all other Yale 7raduates. She reported that Yale was the first to or7aniUe 
7roup tours, which now have become 3uite ej pensive. There are plans to have less ej pensive tours and to 
or7aniUe some around special interests, the model for which will be the popular Yale Chorus tours. There 
have been Yale alumni meetin7s of women 7roups and of AfroZAmericans and in   ew Yorx a Yale 
alumni real estate association meets semi annually. P ore associations of Yale 7raduates will be or7aniUed 
around a sin7le interest, such as athletics or drama.   o lon7er will there be a BJ ne siUe fits all“. Yale clubs 
will be 7rouped into 8 cate7ories with the lar7est 6 clubs in the first 7roup, the second 7roup of 5M clubs 
with service areas of 522 to N522 alumni, and the third 7roup for all the rest. A full time staff member will 
now be assi7ned to the 6 lar7e clubs. Attempts will be made to recruit able leaders for the Yale Clubs and 
special interest 7roups and to provide them with leadership trainin7 courses. Reference was made to the 
difficulty of xeepin7 hi7h youn7 7raduates; enthusiasm for Yale. AYA is considerin7 to a plan to arran7e a 
reunion for every 7raduatin7 class in each of the five years followin7 7raduation. Also, all classes will be 
encoura7ed to have off year, mini reunions in various places of interest. Lastly, AYA is studyin7 a plan to 
offer several full under7raduate classes by GVG or podcast to alumni, free of char7e.  

Linda Lorimer, K00zG, the %niversity Vice Oresident and Secretary, offered complete university support to 
AYA for the implementation of the strate7ic plan. She emphasiUed the enormous reservoir of human 
capital of the 112,222 livin7 Yale 7raduates and the need to stren7then their relationship with the 
university. To that end, the Alumni P a7aUine has been redesi7ned and is bein7 sent to all 7raduates and 
not gust to those of Yale Colle7e, as was hitherto the case. 

P arx Gollhopf, ;00, the new Fj ecutive Girector of AYA, reviewed his visits to 50 other schools and 
alumni 7roups to discover what was bein7 done successively elsewhere. He considers the AYA to be a 
consultant to various Yale alumni 7roups, helpin7 them or7aniUe and function, to communicate with 
alumni in their respective areas or interests and to develop a mission statement. He announced that a 
7roup of Yale alumni associated with Gwi7ht Hall would soon be flyin7 to the Gominican Republic for a 
weex to help with the construction of a hospital and the or7aniUation of a medical clinic. The cost to each 
participant is ?1922.22. He was ej cited about this trip and looxed forward to or7aniUin7 many similar 
trips. J n AYA drawin7 boards is an alumni ej chan7e pro7ram with J j ford, similar to a recent, successful 
ej chan7e pro7ram with a colle7e in Australia.   
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ej chan7e pro7ram with a colle7e in Australia.   

P arx then introduced representatives from the IT Gepartment, who announced that a userZfriendly 
template for a website had been desi7ned for Yale Clubs and special interest 7roups, which could be 
tailored specifically to the or7aniUation and linxed to the university computers, so that news of activities 
and issues at Yale could be communicated to their membership. The template would provide for the 
creation and operation of a website that could be easily edited by those havin7 only word processin7 sxills. 
Durthermore, there was provision to easily add ima7es and photos.  %nder study was a plan to linx each 
specific club or association with the data base of Alumni Records so that messa7es could be broadcast 
instantly over the web to every member of a particular 7roup. 

The audience was then divided into one of several 7roups. I attended the one on the Alumni Villa7e, an 
attempt to encoura7e retired Yale alumni to live in a vibrant community in a revitaliUed   ew Haven. 
Herbert   ewman, a   ew Haven architect who has desi7ned several buildin7s for Yale, and Fdward 
Cantor, a   ew Haven attorney, discussed plans for a complej  similar to Saybroox Colle7e, of 1N5 to 182 
units of N222 to 8222 s3uare feet, with three bedrooms, priced between ?M22,222 and ?522,222. The 
attached units would be on one floor, would open to a common interior courtyard and would be within 
walxin7 distance to the campus. Included mi7ht be a few towers of about three stories and serviced by an 
elevator. It would not be an assisted livin7 facility, as there are several in the area. Fach unit would be 
owned by the occupants, althou7h consideration is bein7 7iven to maxin7 some rental units available. The 
plan for this villa7e, which has been approved by the Yale Corporation, is well advanced, with 
ne7otiations currently underway with a developer for the ac3uisition of a site.  

I felt it was a privile7e to be present when such a magor shift in orientation at the AYA was bein7 
announced and when so many ej citin7 pro7rams were about to happen.  

The final event was an update address by Oresident Ricx Levin on the state of the %niversity which 
concentrated on Yale;s response to 7lobal warmin7. He announced that it was 3uite clear that the 7lobe 
was warmin7, the result of human activity, and that nothin7 would be done about it without active 
participation by the %.S.  He added that the participation of China and India was also critical. He restated 
his commitment to reduce level of 7reenhouse 7ases 7enerated at Yale in N225 by M5E  by N2N2, which 
would be e3uivalent to 54E  if it included the 7rowth of buildin7 construction. He announced that these 
7ases had been reduced by 10E  and measures were already in place for another 10E  reduction this year. 
These dramatic results were accomplished by installin7 new windows throu7hout the campus- by turnin7 
li7hts and e3uipment off when unused- by more efficient power production- by construction of more 
efficient buildin7s, includin7 a completely 7reen buildin7 is now under construction- by addin7 7reen roofs 
where possible- by better controls of heatin7- by use of alternative fuel mij ed with re7ular 7as and oil- by 
drillin7 wells for coolin7- by replacin7 university owned automobiles with hybrids- and by establishin7 
competition between the under7raduate colle7es to reduce electricity. He said these pro7rams cost $ of 
1E  of the annual bud7et, but that they have already paid for themselves by lower ener7y costs.   ot only is 
this activity inherently 7ood, but it demonstrates that sustainability is reasonably inej pensive. 

The other part of the Yale contribution is in education. Yale has the ej pertise both in science and in 
technolo7y to educate the public at lar7e to an impendin7 catastrophe and can offer means of combatin7 
it. The raisin7 of the public consciousness will hopefully lead to proper 7overnmental measures and 
cooperation by citiUens. Yale is demonstratin7 leadership by reachin7 out to other colle7es in the 7reater 
  ew Haven area and to the other members of the Ivy Lea7ue with P IT and Stanford to or7aniUe 
coordinatin7 committees to develop standards and to share ideas. Also important, Yale is trainin7 students 
who will be the future business and political leaders and someday be in a position to effect meanin7ful 
chan7e. 

Oa7e M



Report on AYA Assembly LXVII

He concluded optimistically, sensin7 wide scale reco7nition of the problem and a wealth of 7ood will to 
be7in to solve it, which he compared to the civil ri7hts movement in the 1962s that was so successful in 
correctin7 an evil. 

In the 3uestion and answer period, he was asxed about the proposed two new colle7es. He said that 
everyone was in favor of them: the Corporation, the faculty, and the employees. There was some 
hesitation by the students, who worried about restricted use of facilities and services, such as lab space 
and athletic pro7rams. He thou7ht those difficulties could be dealt with but the reduced availability of 
popular professors, several of whom limit class siUe to 822 students, could not easily solved. The site is 
planned to be on Orospect Street to the north of the cemetery. He reco7niUed the potential problem of its 
bein7 somewhat removed from the rest of the campus and confided that studies are underway to alleviate 
any possible isolation. He was asxed about the 152 acres of West Campus, formerly owned by the Gome 
Chemical Company in West Haven. He said that there were no plans to develop it. At present an 
inventory of the buildin7s was bein7 undertaxen to determine what is available. He thou7ht that some of 
the buildin7s could be used for stora7e and others possibly for scientific ej periments. If transportation 
could be conveniently arran7ed, consideration could be 7iven to housin7 units for 7raduate students.  

P y reaction to bein7 invited as the Class Representative to AYA to attend a symposium on the 7reenin7 
of Yale was the same as that of Steve Scher. ’ y the end of the assembly, however, I found myself 
a7reein7 with Steve;s conclusion. It was made very clear that life would be unbearable for our 7rand 
children and our 7reat 7randchildren if magor reductions in 7reenhouse 7ases did not occur. I was made to 
wonder what xind of 7uardians we would be if we endowed posterity with 7rime. So it was comfortin7 to 
learn there was much at Yale bein7 done to avert such a magor disaster. And there was reason to hope 
those efforts would be successful.  

  ovember N4, N220 
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